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Electrical safety standards factsheet

As electrical appliances were
responsible for more than

15,000 fires

in homes in England in 2018/2019-,
new legislation has been passed to
ensure electrical safety standards
are met during any tenancy.

€® Background

The private rented sector
accounts for around 4.6 million,
or 19%, of households in England®.
With so many people living in
rented accommaodation, it's
essential there are strict rules in
place to protect the health and
safety of tenants.

The Electrical Safety Standards in the Private Rented Sector (England)

Regulations 2020 (No.312) will come into force on 1st July 2020.

€) What does this mean for landlords?

From 1st July 2020, landlords in England will need to ensure every fixed electrical installation is inspected and tested
for all new tenancies (from 1st April 2021 for existing tenancies). Rented properties will need to be certified as being
safe by way of an Electrical Installation Condition Report (EICR) prepared by a suitably qualified person.

All new tenancies must adhere to the following legislation:

Ensure electrical safety Ensure every electrical Ensure this has taken
standards are satisfied installation is inspected and place for all new
when the property is tested at least every five tenancies commencing
occupied by a tenant. years by a qualified person. from 1st July 2020.

Landlords will have to obtain the EICR, supply it to each tenant within 28 days of the inspection (within seven days if
requested by the local authority) and retain a copy until the next inspection is due.

If the report finds that remedial work is needed, this must be carried out within 28 days from the date of the original
inspection by a qualified person and written confirmation obtained. If the local authority believes the remedial work
has not been carried out, they may send an approved person to undertake the work and recover reasonable costs
from the landlord. In addition, local authorities have the right to impose a fine of up to £30,000 for breaches.

Full details of the legislation are available from the government legislation portal, visit https://www gov.uk/
government/publications/electrical-safety-standards-in-the-private-rented-sector-guidance-for-landlords-tenants-
and-local-authorities/guide-for-landlords-electrical-safety-standards-in-the -private-rented-sector.



